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improved on it by adding a third tier of oars, thus making it a trireme.
Between 500 B.C. and 300 B.C., the trireme was the largest warship in
the Mediterranean. After that period ships with four, five, six, and even
more banks of oars were built.
A typical Greek trireme carried a crew of 200, of whom 170 were
oarsmen. It had an overall length of about 150 ft., a beam of 16 ft.,
and a depth from deck to keel of about 8 ft. The rowers could
maintain a speed of from seven to nine miles an hour for twenty-four-
hour periods.
The Romans did not take up naval warfare until the end of the
3rd century B.C. It was then that they built their first fleet of five-
banked ships that were slavish imitations of a Carthaginian vessel.
VIKING   SHIPS
The first great seafaring people of northern Europe were the Vikings
who flourished between the 8th and the loth centuries. In the Museum
of Archaeology at Oslo is preserved a Viking ship of the pth century
which was found almost intact at Gokstad, near Oslo, in 1880. Built
of oak, it is 79 ft. long, 17 ft. broad and 7 ft. deep. It was manned
by thirty-two oarsmen and also carried sails. An exact copy of this
ship was fitted with an auxiliary engine and navigated across the
Atlantic in 1892. The original Gokstad ship may have crossed the
Atlantic, because we know that the Vikings travelled to Greenland and
Labrador.
SPEEDS   OF   SHIPS   IN   ANCIENT   TIMES
Herodotus informs us that the passenger ships of antiquity
travelled at rates ranging from 5j4 to pj4 miles per hour. Generally
speaking the speed of a merchantman was about the same as that of a
modern Mediterranean coaster. Five days were required for the voyage
from Ostia, the seaport of Rome, to Tarragona, on the east coast of
Spain. Later, the ships of the Hanseatic League took two days and
two nights to go from Jutland to Flanders, and often as long again to
go from Cornwall to Brittany. Cervantes (1547-1616), the author of
Don Quixote, was twelve days at sea when travelling from Naples to
Barcelona.
The first warship of which a description survives is the Argo, which
was built in Greece about the year 1350 B.C., and was propelled by fifty
rowers. It is said to have been built of oak wood and afterwards to
have been preserved in the grove of the sea-god Poseidon on the Isthmus
of Corinth. The legendary ship in which Ulysses wandered round the
Mediterranean after the fall of Troy is shown, transformed into a cliff,
on the island of Corfu; and that other vessel which, after the destruction
of his native city, Troy, bore uiEneas through the Greek lines to Italy,
was preserved by the Romans (just as the British have preserved Nelson's
flagship, the Victory, at Portsmouth) in the docks on die Tiber, where it
was seen by the Greek historian Procopius in the 6th century A.P.